
Minutes 

COVID-19 Response Team 

City/Town Government Center 

Wednesday, March 25, 2020 

7:30 a.m. 

 

 

PRESENT: Tim Soular, East Range Police Department Chief; Becky Burich, Hoyt Lakes City 

Clerk; Jeff Jacobson, Biwabik City Administrator; Becky Lammi, Aurora City Administrator; 

Amanda Gross, Mesabi East School Board; Laura Ackman, Essentia Health Northern Pines 

Administrator; Jodi Knaus, Town of White Manager 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 a.m. 

Laura Ackman provided an update from Essentia Health Northern Pines. Seventy-five percent 

of their visits are now virtual. Area EMS have been provided protocol. Mayo Health is 

processing Essentia COVID-19 tests; the backlog from the state has been processed. 

Everything is going well so far.  

Tim Soular has had a few questions from the community. Parks will remain open at this time; 

use common sense. The Hoyt Lakes Library Director submitted a letter to the group. The 

Response Team made a determination to allow the Aurora and Hoyt Lakes Libraries to operate 

on a pick-up basis, with additional safety protocols in place. He will be meeting with Hoyt Lakes 

EMS this afternoon; encourage them to respond to potential COVID-19 cases differently.  

Becky Burich is working closely with public works to determine a schedule which works best 

for them. The campground and reservations are closed until further notice. The Hoyt Lakes 

Council will no longer meet in person. They are going forward with hiring summer help. 

Jodi Knaus indicated the Township is receiving some push back regarding work schedules; all 

employees are deemed essential. 

Jeff Jacobson stated St. Louis County is releasing emergency memos regarding personal 

protection equipment and test-screening. Indicates first responders should put “I am a first 

responder” in the subject line for screening. Biwabik will also discuss closing campground and 

booking.  

Amanda Gross gave an update on Mesabi East Schools. They are purchasing hot spots for 

households without internet. Implementation of distance learning is going well. Huge shout 

out to Craig Johnson for his hard work. 

Becky Lammi informed the team the Aurora Council had the first video council meeting last 

night. It was streamed to Facebook. The meeting went really well and people like it. 

Discussion took place regarding the new federal leave and other paid leave the communities 

are offering. 



White Community Hospital Foundation submitted a request to allow them to use the Aurora 

Community Center for the blood drive on April 3, 2020. The Response Team will allow the 

blood drive to occur on Friday, April 3, 2020 with additional requirements of social distancing 

and disinfecting.  

 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, April 2, 2020 at 7:30 a.m. This meeting will be 

closed, due to concerns about social distancing and closures. 


